True and uncomplicated muteism may be divided into two classes. The first is congenital, or that with which the patient is born ; it is either functional or organic : in the latter case, it usually arises from some defect of organization, either in the mechanical apparatus of hearing, the auditory nerve, or in the great nervous centre itself. The second is that proceeding from disease acquired subsequent to birth, but which occurred so early in life, that speech had never been fully acquired ; or, from the deafness being so intense, that speech was either entirely lost or greatly impaired in after life. In the latter class, the acquired disease, particularly if it occurs within the first few years of life, reduces the patient to the position of a mute equally with the former, and so places both in the same division in a social and statistical point of view ; but, as there are many topics of scientific interest appertaining specially to each class, they have, when necessary, been kept separate, and the calculations belonging to each are given in distinct columns in the several tables. The information derived from the parents or friends, as to whether the person was born deaf and dumb, must be received with caution, as, in a great number of instances, the query is answered in the negative, the relatives and attendants being generally unwilling to admit the fact of congenital defect, and stating that they were sure the child heard well until it was twelve, fifteen, or eighteen months old, although it is not always possible, without special attention being directed to the subject, to form a decided opinion as to the amount of hearing possessed by an infant of such tender age. Upon a strict inquiry, however, it will generally be found that the premises do not warrant the conclusion, that complete deafness did not exist at birth, the instances related being usually those in which the child noticed general vibration, such as that produced by a piano, &c., and not distinct sounds, like those of the human voice ; and the more intelligent the class, the more likely are these opinions to prevail. All mutes are not totally devoid of hearing, and, moreover, the visual power in that class being, at a very early age, called into special action, attention is often mistaken for hearing. We have, therefore, in arranging the tables, placed in the class of congenital deaf mutes, all such cases as were not satisfactorily accounted for, by either accident or disease, producing manifest lesion of the organs of hearing, or such as were justly attributed to affections of the head or the nervous system subsequent to birth.
Progress of Medical Science?Medical Statistics. 611 these to the population in the different localities, and the relation of the sexes, are shewn in another table.
We are inclined to think that 3534 congenital deaf mutes (otherwise unaffected) is a less number than actually exists in the country. To these may fairly be added 292 of those returned as uncertain or unknown, that being the proportion which the numbers returned of the. congenital and acquired bear to one another. The entire number of children under five years of age, returned as deaf and dumb for all Ireland, amounted to only 227 ; but, according to the proportion which exists between the number of deaf and dumb 5 years old and upwards (4520) and the total population of the same ages (5, 909, 634) , the number of deaf and dumb under five years of age should be 492, the total population of that age being 642,690. 
